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rjli f-n .Tl.nl protect (proteck) v/t defend from harm, keep 

CQITOriai safe, shelter, safeguard . . . 

Various government agencies through¬ 
out Australia preside as official protectors 
of our wildlife heritage, and to assist in 
fulfilling their responsibilities, they are 
armed with volumes of regulations, stiff 
penalties and enforcement officers. But 
does it add up to wildlife protection? The 
regulations, penalties and indeed enforce¬ 
ment officers are powerless to protect the 
animals slaughtered on the nation’s high¬ 
ways, the harmless snakes beaten to death 
through ignorance, and those animals left 
homeless by wanton destruction of their 
environment. 

A recognised danger in placing undue 
emphasis on enforcement is that it tends to 
stifle the activities of amatuer naturalists. It 
should be remembered that some of Aus¬ 
tralia’s most respected conservationists 
were once schoolboys with tadpoles in a jar 
or a blue-tongue lizard in a shoe-box. 

Many enforcement officers are dedi¬ 
cated conservationists, while some are not. 
We must not be complacent about the 
ability of the government, its regulations 
and its enforcement officers to do the job. 
The future of wildlife conservation lies also 
with education, increased environmental 
protection and ecological awareness. Edu¬ 
cation, protection of the environment and 
ecological awareness represent the ideals 
of the Northern Territory Field Naturalists 
Club. 

Some idea of the value of education is 
illustrated by the success of an amatuer 
naturalist, Mr Harry Butler, albeit with some 
assistance from the television medium, to 
project into the living rooms of ‘the great 
unwashed’ his intense love of the Australian 
bushland and its inhabitants. It is my opinion 
that Mr Butler, his homespun manner, his 
slight inaccuracies and his soiled finger¬ 
nails, have achieved more for conservation 
in Australia than the law enforcement activi¬ 
ties of the wildlife authorities combined. 

conserve (konsurv) v/t preserve trom injury, 
keep unchanged . . . 





NOTES ON THE RAINFOREST OF THE 
UPPER ADELAIDE RIVER 

by Peter Fogarty * 



documents the distribution 
and composition of rainforest communities 
in the Upper Adelaide River Valley. 

The rainforest occurs as very distinct 
pockets, directly associated with perennial 
streams and springs, in the area between 
Adelaide Rivertownship and the Daly River 
Road (see Map). The pockets vary in size 
from approximately 2 to 20 hectares. 

The springlines are associated with a 
number of conspicuous lithological discon¬ 
tinuities. The Darwin member of the hori¬ 
zontally bedded Bathurst Island sediments 
overlies both Lower and Upper Proterozoic 
folded sediments. This forms the extensive 
plateau surface and scarp south of Adelaide 
River town. The buundary between the two 
rock types is the source of a number of 
springs which feed into gorges, where rain¬ 
forest has been able to develop (Robyn 
Falls is a notable, though small example). 
The gorge situation would also offer some 
degree of fire protection. 


Access to the area is not well developed 
and human impact on the communities 
does not appear significant. Infrequent 
burning may have had some impact on 
species composition along the fringes, and 
would in part contribute to the abundance 
of the exotic Hyptus in this situation. Pigs 
have had a marked impact, and are present 
in large numbers owing to the suitability of 
the habitat (100% shade, perennial water). 
They appear to have destroyed much of the 
ground vegetation by trampling and rooting 
for food. They have also created stagnant 
muddy pools in what would originally have 
been clear flowing streams. The aesthetic 
appeal is in places reduced also, by a rather 
pervasive smell of pigs. 


The species composition of the rainforest is 
as follows: 


(i) Gorge areas 


There are also a number of springlines 
associated with faultlines which dissect the 
Upper Proterozoic Tolmer Group of sedi¬ 
ments (predominantly sandstone). One 
such faultline is also associated with a 
boundary between the Tolmer Group, and 
the Lower Proterozoic Burrell’s Creek sedi¬ 
ments (tightly folded siltstones and grey- 
wacke). (See the Burnside 1:63 360 geo¬ 
logical sheet). 


Myristica insip/da (nutmeg) 
Timonius timon 
Carpentaria acuminata 
Terminalia erythrocarpa 
Tristania suaveolens 
Vavaea australiana 
Canarium australianum 
Ficus spp. 

Morinda sp. 

Eucalyptus ptychocarpa 
Osbeckia australiana 


In all, 13 springlines have been identi¬ 
fied, with associated rainforest community. 
Many of the elements are also distributed 
through the levee community of the Adelaide 
River, and in placesaresufficientlydenseto 
be classified as rainforest. 


Immediately adjacent to the spring¬ 
line, but on rocky and slightly elevated 
ground, Ca/litris intratropica and 
Casuarina australianum occurred. 
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(ii) Springlines on flat to gently undu¬ 
lating terrain (west side of river). 

Carpentaria acuminata 
Scheff/era actinophyiia 
Terminalia sericocarpa 
Terminalia erythrocarpa 
Canarium australianum 
Timonius timon 
C/eistoca/yx opercu/ata 
Melaleuca cajaputi (fringes) 

Gmiel/na dalrympleana 


Stercu/ia sp. 

Ficus spp. 

Nauc/ea coadunata (Leichhardt pine) 

Vavaea australiana 

This list is by no means complete. 
However, the most common species are 
defined, and it provides some idea of the 
diversity of plant life which these rainforest 
areas represent. 

* Land Conservation Unit, 

Territory Parks & Wildlife Commission. 



3 















NOTES ON THE REPRODUCTION OF THE 
NORTHERN LONGNECKED TORTOISE 

(CHELODINA HUGOS A) 

by John Cann 


To the author’s knowledge there is no 
published record of the reproductive habits 
of the Northern Longnecked Tortoise 

Chelodina rugosa. 


In 1974, Graham Webb collected a 
gravid specimen at the Liverpool River, 
Northern Territory. An egg from this tor¬ 
toise reached the Australian Museum, 
Sydney, and it was placed in an incubator 
on the 2nd October, 1974. Temperature 
was maintained between 27 and 30 de¬ 
grees C, and the hatchling emerged on 
March 23rd, 1975, 172 days later. The 
period September-November is favoured 
by most Australian tortoises for egg-laying. 
But there are exceptions. One such excep¬ 
tion is the Broad-Shelled Tortoise Chelodina 
expansa. Goode and Russell (Australian 
Journal of Zoology, 1968, 16/749-61) ob¬ 
served that Broad-Shelled Tortoises in the 
Murray River, New South Wales normally 
deposited their eggs during the months 
March-May. The natural period of incu¬ 
bation of this species is 324-360 days at a 
mean temperature of 16.1 degrees C. Eggs 
artificially incubated at 30 degrees C 
hatched 130-140 days after laying. One 
reason for the long incubation period is the 
dormancy of the embryo during the cold 
months of winter immediately following the 
laying. Another factor which will lengthen 
the hatching period is the capping plug 
which seals the entrance to the nest. This is 
made of clay or mud mixed with cloacal fluid 
released by the female after laying. It forms 
a rock-like plug; an attempt to keep preda¬ 
tors from the eggs. But it also prevents the 
young from reaching the surface until rain 
softens the earth. In one instance, Russell 


opened a nest on the Murray River to find 
live young, 665 days after laying. 

The author applied for a permit from 
the Northern Territory Wildlife Commission 
to receive a female Northern Longnecked 
Tortoise. On the night of 10th March, 1978, 
at 8.00 p.m., Steve Swanson collected a 
female Northern Longnecked Tortoise 
approximatley 50 kilometres south-east of 
Darwin, Northern Territory. It was “travel¬ 
ling purposefully along the top of the 
earthern wall of a dam”. The immediate 
proximity of a substantial body of shallow 
water supporting prolific plant growth pro¬ 
vided an ideal habitat for this species. 
Swanson did intend to watch the laying it if 
had been attempted, however his presence 
was noticed, causing the tortoise to attempt 
to escape. 

The tortoise was passed to Darwin 
Museum and consequently sent to the 
author in Sydney. It proved to be gravid. 
This condition can be determined in a 
numberof ways. One method istoplacethe 
thumb and index finger into the cavity in 
front of the rear legs. It is often possible to 
detect the eggs in this manner. When the 
eggs are few in number the female may 
draw them higher into the body cavity, and it 
may be necessary to give a few vigorous 
shakes to bring the eggs into a suitable 
position for detection. Anothermethod isto 
relax the tortoise in water while endeavour¬ 
ing to detect the form of the eggs in the 
previous manner. This is often necessary 
with the Common Longnecked Tortoise 
Chelodina longicol/is and the New Guinea 
Long necked Tortoise Chelodina novae-guinea. 
Their anatomy is such that their legs can be 
completely retracted, leaving no room for 
probing. 
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Placing the tortoise in an enclosure 
with facilities to lay the eggs is not neces¬ 
sarily the answer, as it is likely to drop the 
eggs into the water, in which case the 
embryo will drown. More likely it will retain 
the eggs for a long period. Tortoises have 
been known to retain eggs for five years, 2 
months (Cann, “Tortoises of Australia”). For 
this reason the tortoise was injected with 
“Pictin” into the rear leg muscle. Shortly 
after she released seven elongated eggs. 
Other eggs could be felt, but a larger dose of 
“Pictin” could not induce further laying. 
Eventual dissection produced a further 
seven eggs. The eggs averaged 35mm x26 
mm. The oviducts carried numerous un¬ 
shelled eggs, some as large as 14 mm in 
diameter, indicating another laying could 
have been due soon. It would appear that 
tortoises are able to control the advance¬ 
ment of undeveloped eggs until they con¬ 
sider conditions ideal for laying. 

The eggs were placed in an incubator 
heated with the aid of a light bulb. Six of the 
eggs proved infertile. Seven died contain¬ 
ing fully formed young, due to collapsing of 


the internal cavity, causing the dividing 
membrane to press the tortoises into a 
cramped position. Some of these eggs 
were opened and the division cut away, but 
the tortoises died within 24 hours. The sole 
surviving egg hatched after 206 days. The 
hatchling measured 32 mm x 24 mm. 

With Webb’s specimen laying in Sep¬ 
tember, and Swanson’s in March, it 
becomes apparent that the Northern Long¬ 
necked Tortoise has an unusual laying 
cycle. 

The length of the incubation periodsof 
both specimens indicates that under 
natural conditions the Northern Long¬ 
necked Tortoise could take almost 12 
months to emerge from the nest. 

Swanson's tortoise, and hatchlings, 
were placed in the Northern Territory 
Museum. Measurements of the tortoise are 
as follows: 

Carapace - 289 mm x 192 mm 
Plastron - 242 mm x 113 mm 
Depth - 117 mm 



Hatchling Northern Long-necked Tortoise 

Che/odina rugosa - Photo John Cann 
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AN ALBINO COMMON SHEATH-TAILED BAT 

TAPHOZOUS GEORGIANUS FROM THE 
ARNHEMLAND ESCARPMENT 


by Stephen Swanson 


In the afternoon of the 10th June 
1979, John Cann and myself entered a cave 
in a rock outcrop adjacent to Nourlangie 
Rock in the Kakadu National Park. The cave 
is a known roost of the Ghost Bat Macro¬ 
derma gigas, and it was our intention to 
photograph this animal. On this occasion 
few Ghost Bats were observed. 


The accompanying photograph is a 
black and white reproduction of the origi¬ 
nal colour transparency. The fur colour¬ 
ing was uniform brilliant white, both ven- 
trally and dorsally, the wing membranes 
whitish, and the limbs pink. The ears were 
conspicuous yellow and the snout and face 
pinkish-brown. The eyes were black. 


As we prepared to leave the cave we 
noticed a white bat sheltering in a crevice 
inside the cave. The bat was coaxed from 
the crevice, photographed to facilitate a 
positive identification and subsequently 
released inside the cave. 

From the photograph the bat was 
identified by John McKean as an albino 
Common Sheath-Tailed Bat Taphozous 
georgianus. 


An encounter with an adult albino 
animal in the wild is a rare event, consider¬ 
ing the initial rarity of an albino birth, 
coupled with greater pressure from preda¬ 
tors because of the conspicuous colour¬ 
ation. Although nocturnal, an albino bat 
would be equally as disadvantaged as an 
albino diurnal animal. One can imagine the 
prominence of an albino bat flying beneath 
a full moon. 



Albino Common Sheath-tailed Bat 

Taphozous georgianus 
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AN UNUSUAL CASE OF MORTALITY IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN PELICAN 


by Peter Panquee and John L. McKean * 


On 22 August 1978 whilst counting 
waterfowl and large mammals in the vicinity 
of Round Billabong, Kapalga, N.T. (lat. 12 
28’S long. 132 20’E) we noticed a dead 
Pelican Pelecanus conspicil/atus in the Billa¬ 
bong with what appeared to be a fishing 
net caught in its bill. Closer investi¬ 
gation revealed that what we thought to be 
mesh of a net was actually the scales of a 
huge Barramundi Scleropages jardim. The 
head of the fish was very tightly wedged 
into the throat of the Pelican and it would 


seem safe to assume that the Pelican had 
died by choking whilst attempting to swal¬ 
low the fish. We were not able to return with 
a camera for another two days, however, 
despite the scavenging activities of various 
raptors, enough remained to illustrate the 
truth of that rhyme ‘A wonderous bird is the 
Pelican; its bill can hold more than its belly 
can!” 

* C/ CSIRO, 

Division of Wildlife Research, 
P.O. Box 39998, 

WINNELLIE N.T. 5789 
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OCEANIC ORNITHOLOGICAL SURVEY 
BETWEEN DERBY, W.A. AND DARWIN, N.T. 

by John L. McKean 


INTRODUCTION 

Through the kindness of the Royal Aust¬ 
ralian Navy, during early November, I was 
able to travel from Derby to Darwin aboard 
the Patrol Boat H.M.AS. Assail. Birds seen 
at sea during daylight travelling were 
logged, and bird populations occurring on 
the various islands on which I landed were 
also noted. The only previous work of any 
substance covering this area is that of 
Serventy (1952) who during July, August 
and October, visited a number of islands 
and reefs on the Sahul Shelf. As well as 
publishing his own observations, Dr. 
Serventy collated additional information 
from several other sources. 

DERBY TO SCOTTS REEF 
H.M.AS. Assail left Derby at about 1500 
hrs. on November 6, 1979 and arrived off 
Scotts Reef at 0830 hrs. on November 7, 
1979. 

Observations en route:- 6/11 /79; 1 Crested 
Tern Sterna berg/i 16°54’S, 123 25’E. 1 

Crested Tern 16°44’S, 123 22’E. 7/11 /79; 1 
Unidentified Petrel, appeared smaller and 
darker than the Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
Puffinus pacificus but still had a relatively 
long wedge-shaped tail. I suspect the bird 
was Jouanin’s Petrel Bulweria fallax which 
has not yet been recorded in Australian 
waters. Unfortunately, I could not obtain a 
clear enough view of the bird’s bill to ascer¬ 
tain whether it was short and stubby with 
elevated nostrils, as in Bulweria, or long and 
slender, without elevated nostrils, as in 
Puffinus. Future observers in this area 
should be alert to the possibility of B. faiiaxs 
occurrence here (see also Fullager in Slater 
1970) 14°30’S, 122°15’E. 1 Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater 14°28’S, 122°14’E, 3 Unidenti¬ 
fied Petrels (again, possible Jouanin’s 
Petrels), 1 Brown Gannet Su/a leucogaster, 1 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus (light 
phase) 14°15’S, 122°05’E. 


SCOTTS REEF:- We landed on Sandy 
Island (14°03’S, 121°46’E) at 0900 hrs. on 
November 7, 1979. It is a large elevated 
sand bank devoid of any vegetation. At one 
end is a substantial concrete block house 
on pillars which serves as an automatic 
weather station. Two young men from one 
of the oil companies were maintaining a 
temporary communication station and liv¬ 
ing in a large tent. They gave me an 
accurate description of a Sacred Kingfisher 
Halcyon sancta which visited Sandy Island 
briefly on November 4,1979. We returned to 
H.M.AS. Assail at 1020 hra 

Brown Gannet. 16 birds seen perched on 
coral blocks on the surrounding reef. 

Turnstone Arenaria interpres. 40 birds on 
beach. 

Grey-tailed Tattler Tingi brevipes. 6 birds on 
beach. 

Crested Tern. 20 birds on beach and reef. 

Lesser Crested Tern Sterna benga/ensis. 10 
birds seen on beach. 

Common Noddy Anous sto/idus. 3 birds per¬ 
ched on weather tower, 20 birds on beach and 
a few seen just off-shore. 

Yellow Wagtail MotaciHa fiava. A bird flew 
past the mining company tent giving its 
characteristic 'tsweep’ call in flight, 
located it feeding under the weather tower 
and studied it for several minutes at close 
quarters. It was in eclipse plumage, brow- 
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nish above including the rump, off white 
below with a stripe above and below the eye 
and two light bars on the folded wing. At 
1040 hrs. I saw what was almost certainly 
the same individual land briefly on top of the 
bridge o f the H.M.A.S. Assail which was 
anchored about 1 km. off-shore. 

Arctic Warbler Phy/loscopos borealis. A 

freshly dead specimen was found below 
the weather tower. It has been lodged in the 
Western Australian Museum Reg. No. 
A16285 (See Fig. 1). The Arctic Warbler 
breeds through the northern Palearctic and 
northwestern Nearctic and winters in 
Southern China, Burma and through South¬ 
east Asia to the Moluccas. It has not 
previously been recorded in Australia. Full 
details will be published elsewhere. 


SCOTTS REEF TO ASHMORE REEF 
H.M.A.S. Assail left Scotts Reef at 2200 hrs. 
on 7/11/79 and arrived at the Ashmore 
Reef area (12 15'S. 122 58’E) at 0900 hrs. 
on 8/11/79. 

Observations en route:- 8/11/79; 1 Streak¬ 
ed Shearwater Calonectris leucome/as. Pale 
billed Shearwater, larger than Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater, brown above with pale streak¬ 
ed forehead, white below, including under¬ 
wing coverts. This species breeds on the 
Bonin and Pescadores Islands near Japan 
and winters from Borneo to Papua New 
Guinea and the northern Coral Sea. Al¬ 
though this sighting constitutes the first 
record for Western Australia, it is to be 
expected of N.W. Australia. 2 Sooty Terns 
Sterna fuscata 12 49'S, 122 28'E. 2 Red¬ 
tailed Tropic-birds Phaethon rubncauda 
12 44’S, 122 31’E. 1 Streaked Shearwater, 
2 Brown Gannets, 1 Sooty Tern 12 37’S, 
122 ; 37’E. 9 Brown Gannets, 3 Bridled 

Terns Sterna anaethetus 12 30’S. 122 42’E. 
1 Brown Gannet, 1 Lesser Crested Tern, 2 
Sooty Terns 12 29’S, 122 43’E. 3 Fork¬ 

tailed Swifts Apus pacificus heading SSE 
flying about 18 metres above water. 12° 
24’S. 122 46’E. 7 Sooty Terns Sterna fuscata 
12‘24’S, 122 46’E. 


ASHMORE REEF:- Seabirds were abun¬ 
dant in the vicinity of the reef and while at 
anchor, most of my time was spent observ¬ 
ing them. Except for the following species, 
all were noted in numbers on the three 
islands of the reef and are dealt with there. 

White-winged Black Tern Chhdomas leucop- 
tera. 1 seen on 8/11/79 while near West 
Island, 2 seen near East Island on 8/11/79 
and 2 off East Island on 9/11/79. 

Lesser Noddy Anous tenu/rostris. 1 seen on 
9/11/79 'h km off West Island and readily 
distinguished from the Common Noddy by 
its smaller size, blacker plumage and the 
greater amount of white on the cap. 

Yellow Wagtail MotaciHa flava. On 9/11 /79 
at 0835 hrs. while anchored off East Island l 
neard the call of a Yellow Wagtail. Quickly 
calling in reply I detained it long enough to 
see it in outline. The comparatively long tail 
and call eliminated any possibility of confu¬ 
sion with Anthus novaeseelandiae The lack 
of competent resident bird watchers in nor¬ 
thern Western Australia undoubtedly is the 
reason why this species has not been recor¬ 
ded more commonly before. 


EAST ISLAND:- We landed on East Island 
at 1300 hrs. on 8/11/79. It is a low flat 
island vegetated with several grass species 
and at least four different protrate herbs. 
Only one bush of any size was noted. We 
returned to H.M.A.S. Assail at 1320 hrs. 

Brown Gannet. Over 300 birds were noted, 
loafing on beaches or exposed coral. All 
birds seen were in immaculate adult 
plumage. 

Less Frigate-bird Fregata ariei 1 flying 
over reef edge. 

Large White Egret Egretta alba. 1 bird seen 
on beach. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta. 25 birds scat¬ 
tered throughout the island, at least 6 birds 



were in full breeding plumage. An Indo¬ 
nesian origin seems just as likely as an 
Australian one. 

Reef Egret Egretta sacra. Approximately 
150 birds seen frequenting beaches and 
exposed reef. The white colour phase 
greatly predominated. 

Lesser Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica. At 

least 60 birds present frequenting the vege¬ 
tated plateau and beaches. 

Mongolian Sand Dotterel Charadrius mong- 
go/us. Several seen along the beaches. 

Large Sand Dotterel Charadrius leschen- 

aultii. Over 100 birds along the beaches. 

Oriental Dotterel Charadrius veredus. A 

single bird seen in short grass on the 
plateau. 

Whimbrel Numerius phaeopus. Ten birds 
seen on plateau and along the beaches. 

Eastern Curlew Numerius madagascariensis. 

A flock of 60 flushed off the beach as we 
landed. 

Bar-tailed Godwit L/rnosa iapponica. Over 
40 birds seen along the beaches. 

Red-necked Stint Caiidris ruficollis. About 
40 birds seen along the beaches. 

Great Knot Caiidris tenuirostris. A flock of 
about 40 birds along one of the beaches. 

Turnstone. Ten birds feeding on the ex¬ 
posed reef and about 100 scattered along 
the beaches. 

Grey-tailed Tattler. Sixty birds, including 40 
in a flock on the plateau, the balance fre¬ 
quenting the beaches. 

Crested Tern. Some 200 pairs were breed¬ 
ing in a little group on the plateau. Occu¬ 
pied scrapes contained single eggs. Another 
200 pairs were present but had not yet laid. 


Bridled Tern. At least 200 flying juvenile 
birds were present on the plateau. 

Sooty Tern. Four different courting groups 
had formed on the plateau containing an 
estimated total of 5000 pairs. 

Common Noddy. About 3000 adults and 
7000 juveniles present on the plateau. 
Breeding apparently had taken place some 
months earlier judging from the numbers of 
dead fledglings about. Many hundreds had 
apparently been killed for food by the Indo¬ 
nesian fishermen who visit this reef, and 
large piles of wings that had been pulled or 
cut off the birds were found at different 
points around the island. 

WEST ISLAND:- We landed on West 
Island at 1030 hrs. on 9/11 /79. It is another 
low sandy calcareous island with a grass 
and herb covered plateau. A line of large 
leaved bushes or small trees (Messersm/dia 
argenxea) grewaroundtherim of the plateau. 
The trees were much frequented by Reef 
Egrets and provided roosting sites for the 
three land bird species found here. We 
returned to H.M.A.S. Assail at 1200 hrs. 


Lesser Frigate Bird. One bird flew low over 
the island. The wings and skins of many of 
this species together with numerous Brown 
Gannets remains were found at several 
Indonesian camp sites. 

White-faced Heron Ardea novaehoiiandiae. 

One bird seen on the beach. 

Reef Egret. Approximately 80 birds pre¬ 
sent, the white colour phase being mqch 
more numerous. 

Lesser Golden Plover. About 20 birds fre¬ 
quented the plateau. 

Oriental Dotterel. Five birds seen on the 
grassed plateau. 

Whimbrel. At least 80 birds seen around the 
beaches. 
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Turnstone. Twenty birds seen along the 
beaches. 

Grey-tailed Tattler. Five birds noted on one 
of the beaches. 

Common Sandpiper. A single bird skulking 
behind the Messersmidia line on the plateau. 

Crested Tern. Approximately 100 birds 
roosting and flying along the beaches. 

Lesser Crested Tern. Three birds noted 
flying along a beach. 

Common Noddy. Ten birds recorded roosted 

in the Messersmidia trees. 

Sacred Kingfisher. A single bird seen flying 
along the Messersmidia tree line. 

Horsefield Bronze Cuckoo Chrysococcyx 
basa/is. A single bird flushed from the 
shelter of the Messersmidia trees. It was 
laterseen to advantage and positively iden¬ 
tified. 

Tree Martin Petrochehdon nigricans. One 

seemingly exhausted bird was noted perch¬ 
ing on a Messersmidia tree. It was rather 
reluctant to fly. 


MIDDLE ISLAND:- We landed on Middle 
Island at 1330 hrs. It is similar to the 
preceeding but with only 10 Messersmidia 
trees. It is otherwise distinguished by the 
presence of a fresh water well which is of 
prime importance to the Indonesian fisher¬ 
men. We returned to H.M.A.S. Assail at 1440 
hrs. 

Little Egret. Eight birds seen roosting on the 
Messersmidia trees. Two were in breeding 
plumage. 

Reef Egret. Approximately 100 birds pre¬ 
sent, either roosting in the Messersmidia 
trees or along the beach. 

Lesser Golden Plover. Twenty birds seen 
on the plateau and several along beaches. 


Large Sand Dotterel. A flock of about 80 
birds seen on a beach. 

Bar-tailed Godwit. About 10 birds scattered 
along the beaches. 

Red-necked Stint. One bird noted among 
the flock of Large Sand Dotterels. 

Turnstone. Twenty birds seen along the 
beaches. 

Crested Terns. About 100 birds roosting 
along the beaches. 

Bridled Terns. About 10 flying juveniles 
including one young which could barely fly. 

Sooty Tern. Several groups of courting 
birds totalling about 4000 pairs were pre¬ 
sent on the plateau. 

Common Noddy. About 500 adults and 
1500 juveniles were scattered over the 
plateau. 

ASHMORE REEF TO CARTIER 
ISLAND 

H.M.A.S. Assail left Ashmore Reef at 0400 
hrs. on 10/11/79 and arrived at Cartier 
Island (12 32’S, 123 33’E) at 0840 hrs. on 
the same day travelling via Hibernia Reef. 

Observations en route:- 10/11/79; 5 Sooty 
Terns, 25 Common Noddies 12 07’S, 
123°11’E. 5 Sooty Terns, 6 Common 
Noddies, 1 T 58’S, 123 21’E. 1 Common 

Noddy 12 08'S, 123 22’E. 3 Sooty Terns, 
2 Common Noddies 12 14’S, 123 22’E. 2 
Sooty Terns, 8 Common Noddies 12 18’S, 
123 26’E. 6 Sooty Terns, 1 Common 
Noddy 12 28’S, 123 31 ’E. 3 Lesser Cres¬ 
ted Terns. 1 Bridled Tern, 4 Sooty Terns 
12°31’S, 123°32’E. 

CARTIER ISLAND:- We landed on Cartier 
Island, which is an elevated sandbank lack¬ 
ing in vegetation, at 1330 hrs. on 10/11 /79 
and returned to H.M.AS. Assail at 1420 hrs. 
Serventy (1952) states this sand cay has an 
area of 110 acres; however I would esti¬ 
mate its area as less than 5 acres! 


Brown Gannet. One bird seen flying along a 
beach. 

Turnstone. Six birds noted on a beach. 

Greenshank. One seen and heard on ex¬ 
posed reef. 

Reef Egret. Two dark phase birds resting on 
a beach. 

Crested Tern. Not seen but two old rotten 
eggs were found on the sandy plateau. 

Lesser Crested Tern. About 200 birds in 
breeding plumage were gathered at one 
end of the island. Several were displaying 
with fish in their bills. 

CARTIER ISLAND TO DARWIN 
H.M.AS. Assail left Cartier Island at 2030 
hrs. on November 10th, 1979 and berthed 
in Darwin at 0900 hrs. on November 12th, 
1979. 

Observations en route:- 11/11/79; 1 

Common Noddy 12°29’S, 125°21’E, 1 
Sooty Storm Petrel Oceanodroma matsude- 
rirae. This large all dark fork-tailed storm 
petrel would be very difficult to distinguish 
from 0 . monorhis were that species also 
found to occur in northern Australian water. 
Serventy and Whittell (1976) detail the pre¬ 
vious recorded occurrences of the Sooty 
Storm Petrel in Western Australia exceptfor 
a recent sighting (Kolichis, 1977). 1 

Common Noddy 12°29’S, 125 35’E, 8 
Common Noddies 12°29’S, 125°46’E, 3 
Sooty Terns 12 29’S, 125 48’E, 2 Wilson’s 
Storm Petrels 12'29’S, 125°53’E, 2 Wil¬ 
sons Storm Petrels, 1 Brown Gannet, 4 
Common Noddies 12 29’S, 126°01’E, 2 
Sooty Terns, 3 Common Noddies 12'29’S, 
126°05’E, 3 Sooty Terns, 20 Fork-tailed 
Swifts heading South about 30 metres 
above the water, 12°29’S, 126 11 ’E, 1 
Brown Gannet, 1 Pomarine Skua 12'29’S, 
1 26°28’E, 1 Wilsons Storm Petrel 12°29’S, 
126°32’E, 3 Brown Gannets 12°29’S, 
126 34’E, 5 Pomarine Skuas, 1 White¬ 
winged Black Tern 12°29’S, 126°41’E, 1 


Wilsons Storm Petrel 12°29’S, 127°04’E. 5 
Brown Gannets 12°29’S, 127°19’E, 2 

Pomarine Skuas 12°29’S, 127°27’E, 1 
Brown Gannet 12°29’S, 127°56’E, 3 

Brown Gannets 12°29’S, 128°03’E, 4 

Brown Gannets 12°29’S, 128°12’E, 1 

Brown Gannet 12°29’S, 128°14’E. 

12/11/79; 1 Brown Gannet, 21 White¬ 

winged Black Terns, 12°22’S, 130°23’E, 1 
Brown Gannet, 1 Great Frigate-bird, 18 
Lesser Frigate-birds, 9 White-winged Black 
Terns, 12°22’S, 130 27’E, 13 Lesser Fri¬ 
gate birds, 28 White-winged Black Terns, 
12°20’S, 130°31’E, 5 Lesser Frigate-birds, 
19 White-winged Black Terns, 3 Crested 
Terns, 12°20’S, 130°35’E, 1 Brown 

Gannet, 4 Lesser Frigate-birds, 2 Crested 
Terns, 12'20’S, 130"43’E. 

LANDBIRD MOVEMENTS 
Despite the brevity of this survey and the 
short amount of time spent on the five 
islands visited, six land birds were recor¬ 
ded, all known migrants from either Aust¬ 
ralia or Asia. It thus seems likely that if the 
means were available for more sustained 
observations, a most interesting amount of 
data on bird migration between Australia 
and Asia could be gathered. 
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Fig. 1. Arctic Warbler specimen found dead on 
Scotts Reef 



Fig. 2 Sooty Terns in flight on Middle Island, 
Ashmore Reef 
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THE PITTED SHELLED TURTLE CARETTOCHELYS 
INSCULPTA IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 

by K.V. Dupe 


This unique reptile lives in fresh as well 
as estuarine waters. Its limbs are like the 
flippers of marine turtles but have short 
claws on the anterior edges. It uses the 
front flippers in the same way as marine 
turtleswhen on land; i.e., instead of walking 
as do freshwater tortoises, it levers itself 
forward in short lunges. Also like the marine 
turtles, it withdraws the head directly be¬ 
neath the carapace without turning its neck 
to the side. 

One conspicuous feature of this turtle 
is the pig-like snout, which may be an 
adaptation for locating food in the muddy 
bed of its habitat. 

The carapace of this turtle is high 
domed and the largest specimen measured 
75 cm in length. Females laysperical eggs 
similar to those of sea turtles. The eggs 
measure approximately 32 mm in diameter, 
and as many as 22 have been found in a 
nest. 

Mr M. Lawson collected the first Aust¬ 
ralian record of this turtle from the Daly 
River, Northern Territory in 1969. He sent a 
photograph to the Australian Museum in 
Sydney, and from the photograph it was 
identified by H.G. Cogger, curator of rep¬ 
tiles and amphibians, as the Pitted Shelled 
Turtle. 

Previously it had been reported only from 
New Guinea. 

The Pitted Shell Turtle is clearly depic¬ 
ted in aboriginal rock art in the Kakadu 
National Park. 



Aboriginal rock painting of Pitted-shelled 
Turtle Carettochelys insculpta, Nourlangie 
Rock, Kakadu National Park - Photo 
Stephen Swanson 
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HISTORY OF THE TAIPAN OXYURANUS 
SCUTELLATUS - WITH TWO NEW 
DISTRIBUTION RECORDS 

by Graeme Gow 


The Taipan has the respect of all her¬ 
petologists, whether amateur or profes¬ 
sional. 

In any discussion about Australian 
elapids, this snake is regarded as the ulti¬ 
mate species to collect. It is renowned for 
its speed, strength and ferocity when pro¬ 
voked. 

The Taipan has been known to 
science since 1867 when Peters, a German 
professor, named it Pseudech/s scutel/atus 

thus placing it in the same genus with the 
Black snakes. 

In 1923, J.R. Kinghorn, then Curator 
of Reptiles at the Australian Museum, re¬ 
moved it from Pseudech/s and created for it a 
new genus Oxyuranus Its common name 
was bestowed upon it by Dr. Donald Thomp¬ 
son who first heard it called “Taipan" by the 
aboriginals of Cape York Peninsula. Eric 
Worrell in Song of the Snake (Angus and 
Robertson 1958) further justifies its ver¬ 
nacular name by stating that “Taipan” in 
Malayan means “person of high authority”. 

For many years the Taipan was regar¬ 
ded by the layman as just another brown 
snake and even today, throughout its dis¬ 
tribution, it is still confused with the King 
Brown Snake Pseudech/s australis, figure 2, 
and the Common Brown Snake Pseudonaja 
textilis. figure 3. 

In 1950 it was responsible for the 
death of amateur herpetologist Kevin 
Budden at Cairns. This tragedy made head¬ 
lines Australia-wide and resulted in the 
name Taipan becoming well known to Aust¬ 
ralians as our most dangerous snake. 


In the early 1950’s the only anti- 
venene available was Tiger snake antivenene 
and this was used to treat the bites of all 
species. Tests on the toxicity of Taipan 
venom were conducted initially by Dr. C.H. 
Kellaway. Further research by Dr. Morgan 
and Dr. Graydon of the Commonwealth 
Serum Laboratories was carried out on 
fresh venom supplied by David Fleay, Eric 
Worrell, Ken Slater and Ram Chandra. 

These combined efforts resulted in 
the production of a specific Taipan anti- 
venine being produced in 1955. 

Press reports over the next two 
decades plus greatly exaggerated ac¬ 
counts of personal encounters by people 
who do not understand snakes, have resul¬ 
ted in the Taipan receiving an undeserved 
reputation. Cane farmers often credit it with 
feats beyond the realms of possibility. 
These include overtaking a galloping horse 
and being able to strike so high that on 
occasions they have had to leap from their 
tractors to avoid being bitten. Of course 
herpetologists who have encountered, col¬ 
lected or kept this species, know only too 
well its true capabilities. 

In its natural state, the Taipan is mainly 
diurnal in habit, being most active during 
early morning and late afternoon. It does 
however, become semi-nocturnal during 
warm weather. In sugar cane country, it 
usually lives in “wind rows", which, besides 
providing a good supply of mice, rats and 
bandicoots, afford suitable cover. It may 
also be found in and around groups of 
rocks, or under sheet iron and timber on the 
ground. I have never found it aggressive in 
the wild or in captivity unless provoked. All 
specimens I have collected have allowed 
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me to approach close to them, and without 
exception, have tried first to escape. If 
grasped by the tail, pinned or otherwise 
provoked, it attacks immediately, delivering 
a series of lightening-fast strikes. 

When tail-held, the customary way in 
which Australian herpetologists catch 
snakes, it becomes distraught, and owing to 
its agility, can fling itself above a man’s 
head. Its capture, even for an expert, 
should not be attempted without an assis¬ 
tant. The safest method is to pin the speci¬ 
men as quickly as possible, but even that in 
itself is often a dangerous and difficult task. 
In captivity, this highly-strung species 
requires a warm dry cage with a tempera¬ 
ture between 23-29 C. 

A hide box Or suitable hollow log 
should be provided as a retreat. Alter¬ 
natively, a good depth of dry leaves assists 
this nervous snake to retire from view. 

I have found that the Taipan is easy to 
work with compared to some of our other 
dangerous elapids, provided the handler is 
competent. The safest method of removing 
it from its cage for cleaning purposes, is by 
using two strong wire hooks about a metre 
in length. These can be slowly and carefully 
placed under the snake’s body until a per¬ 
fect point of balance is found. It can then be 
lifted slowly off the ground, out of the cage 
or into a deep bag held by another person. 
This method does not usually upset the 
snake - as invariably any other form of 
handling does. 

The distribution of this species has 
always been a controversial topic among 
herpetologists, bushman and the general 
public. Northern Territorians have for years 
argued the presence of this snake in the top 
end. First evidence was thought to be two 
specimens recorded from near Oenpelli by 
the American Australian Scientific Expe¬ 
dition to Arnhem Land in 1948. 

Although not recorded again in Arnhem 
Land until 1973 when J. Wombey (C.S.I.R.O. 


Wildlife Research) collected afurtherspeci- 
men at Nourlangie, specimens were recor¬ 
ded from Melville and Bathurst Islands. Its 
apparent absence from the top end was 
puzzling to all, Eric Worrell collected 
snakes for ten years all over the Territory 
without sighting a single specimen. The 
author has spent the past seven years 
searching for the Taipan with the same 
frustrating results. 

Although recorded in the literature 
from Birdum, south of Larrimah.N.T. (Worrell), 
a recent search of Australian collections 
revealed a single specimen in the Queens¬ 
land Museum, collected in 1925 from Kool- 
pinya station near Darwin. Its presence in 
the top end was definitely confirmed in July 
of this year by Mr Ray Petherick, who collec¬ 
ted a 2 metre specimen from the Finnis 
escarpment. Mr Petherick, an experienced 
naturalist, has lived in this area for30 years 
and in this period has sighted six specimens, 
indicating that it is far from common. 

Its distribution has now been further 
extended to include the Kimberleys, W.A. 
The Western Australian Museum recently 
collected two specimens from the Mitchell 
Plateau (L.M. Smith pers. communication). 
This affirmed Worrell’s prediction that the 
range of the Taipan should include north¬ 
western Australia (Reptiles of Australia 
1963). 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The Taipan can be easily recognised 
by its large, long head (which is distinct from 
the nect) and the slender forebody. 

The dorsal colouration is usually brassy 
to dark brown (occasionally almost black); 
ventral surface is yellow, spotted with 
orange. 

Its average length is 2 metres, and 
the average maximum is 2.6 metres. 
It has been recorded at 3.6 metres. The 
largest speciment I have recorded meas¬ 
ured 2.8 metres; this specimen was cap- 



tured by Joe Bredl jnr., atTully, north Queens¬ 
land in 1966. 

SCALATION 

The mid-body scales are in 21-23 rows 
(faintly ridged), ventrals 220-250, subcau- 
dals 45-80 divided, anal single. 

REPRODUCTION 

The Taipan is oviparous, producing 
13-20 eggs in an average clutch which 
measure 52 x 30 mm and have an average 
weight of 21 - 24 grams. The incubation 
period in one instance was 70 days and the 
average total length of hatchlings was 381 
millimetres. 

DISTRIBUTION 

Coastal Queensland from south of 
Brisbane to Cape York, the top end of the 
Northern Territory (including Melville and 
Bathurst Islands) to the Kimberleys, W.A. 

A subspecies, Oxyuranus s. canm is 
found in the southern coastal lowlands of 
New Guinea. The colouration of this race, is 
steel-grey to black, with a reddish vertebral 
stripe. It has similar habits to the mainland 
form, but is less excitable. 

The Taipan has large fangs which may 
measure up to 10mm in length, and a large 
quantity of extremely potent venom may be 
injected at a bite. Eric Worrell records an 
average yield of 10Omg, but has taken up to 
400mg at a single milking. 

The properties of the venom are highly 
neurotoxic and before the advent of a spe¬ 
cific antivenene all but two recorded cases 
of Taipan bite proved fatal. 

The Commonwealth Serum Labora¬ 
tories state that in the case of a bite, where 
the snake responsible has been positively 
identified asaTaipan, specific(monovalent) 
Taipan antivenene should always be admin¬ 
istered in preference to polyvalent antive¬ 
nene. 

The Taipan has always been regarded 
as Australia’s deadliest snake. However, in 
recent years the Small-scaled snake Para- 
demansia microlepidota, a species described 
by McCoy in 1897 was rediscovered in the 


channel country of western Queensland. 
This snake was confused for many years 
with the Taipan. Tests on the toxicity of its 
venom have been recently conducted by 
C.S.L. and these have shown this snake to 
be far the world’s deadliest. 

It is a specialised, black soil plains 
dweller and I feel it is only a matter of time 
before it will be recorded from the Northern 
Territory. 
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of the Great Bower-bird, Black 
faced cuckoo shrike, Peaceful 
dove and Yellow throated 
miner in Jan. 1945.) 

1946 A Green collared lorikeet 
of genus Trichoglossus pos¬ 
sibly from the Northern Terri¬ 
tory. South Australian Ornithol¬ 
ogist 18:27 (Re-identification 
of a skin from S.A White’s col¬ 
lection from Port Essington 
1888.) 

1948 Additions and correc¬ 
tions to a list of birds of the 
Northern Territory, Sour/7 Aust¬ 
ralian Ornithologist 19:30 


COOPER, R.P. 1941 A trip to Central Aust¬ 
ralia in midsummer. Emu 41: 
101-111 (Macdonnell Ranges 
in Dec. 1938/Jan.l 939. 62 

species.) 


COOPER, R.P. 1948 Satin Bower-bird in the 
Northern Territory (?). Emu 
48:161 -163 (Drongos mistaken 
for Satin Bower-bird proven, 
See also H.E. Tarr.) 

COOPER, R.P. 1966 The distribution of the 
Australian plovers. Australian 
Bird Watcher 2:225-237 (Mi¬ 
grants from the north and 
three permanent residents.) 


CRAWFORD, 1971 First record of the Yellow 
D.N. Wagtail in the Northern Terri¬ 

tory. Emu 71:142 (Specimen 
collected at Harrison Dam 
9.12.1969.) 


CRAWFORD, 1972 First record of Redshank 

D.N. in Australia. Emu 72:112 

(Buffalo Creek and Cameron’s 
Beach 19.7.1970 and 26.7. 
1970.) 


CRAWFORD, 1972 First Australian record 

D.N. of Asiatic Dowitcher. Emu 

72:112-113 (Sadgrove Creek 
16.10.1971.) 


1961 The Caspian plover - a 
new record for Australia. Emu 
61:191-195 (Re-identification 
of Oriental dotteral skin in the 
South Australian Museum.) 

1962 Australian quail thrushes 
of the genus Cmclosoma Bee. 
S. Aust Museum 1 4:337-340 
(C. castanotum of Macdonnell 
Ranges) 

1966 The taxonomic position 
of the Tanami Tit. Emu 66:117 
-120 (Two further specimens 

of Acanthiza tanami Mathews 
previously known from the 
unique type are described.) 


CRAWFORD, 1972 Birds of Darwin area; 
D.N. with some records from other 

parts of the Northern Territory. 
Emu 72:131-147 


CRAWFORD, 1977 Notes on the feeding of 
D.N. two Chlidonias terns. Emu 

77:146-147 


CRAWFORD, 1979 Effects of drought on 

D.N. Green Pygmy-geese and 

Comb-crested Jacanas. Emu 
79:37-39 


CRAWFORD, 1979 Effects of grass and fires 
D.N. on birds in the Darwin area. 

Northern Territory. Emu 79: 
150-152 


1971 In campatGosse’s Bluff. 

Canberra Bird Notes 10:10-13 


DAHL, K. 


1898 Reiser i Nord- West Aust- 
ralien. Christiania. (English 
edition titled In Savage Aust- 


23 



DANN, F. 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F. 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F. 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F. 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F. 

DAVIES, S.J.J.F. 
& H.J. FRITH 

DEIGNAN, H.G. 

DEIGNAN, H.G. 

DEIGNAN, H.G. 


ralia: an account of a hunting 
and collecting expedition in 
Arnhem Land and Dampier 
Land.) 

1977 Atriptowarmerregions. 

Bird Observer No. 551:1 

195 7 The gosling of the Mag 
pie goose. Emu 57 , S‘ r -s. , ; . 

1961 The orientation of peck¬ 
ing in very young Magpie geese, 

Anseranas semipalmata. Ibis 

103a:277-83 

1961 Magpie goose behav¬ 
iour. Australian Museum Mag¬ 
azine 13:314-318 

1962 Nest building behaviour 

of the Mag; -juose, Anseranas 
semipalmata. Ibis 104:147- 
157 

1962 Response of the Magpie 
goose to aerial predation. Emu 
62:51-5 


1963 Aspects of the behaviour 
of the Magpie goose Anser¬ 
anas semipalmata. Ibis 105: 
76-98 

1964 Some comments of the 
taxonomic position of the Mag¬ 
pie goose (Anseranas semi¬ 
palmata. (Latham). Emu 63: 
265-272 

1950 Two new races of the 
Spotted nightjar, Eurostopodus 
guttatus (Vigors and Horsfield). 
Emu 50:21-23 (E. guttatus gil¬ 
berti nov.subsp.and £. g. insul- 
anus nov. subsp.) 

1951 A new frogmouth from 
Groote Eylandt, Gulf of Car¬ 
pentaria. Emu 51:71-72 

(Podargus strigoides li/ae sub 

sp.nov.) 

1964 Birds of the Arnhem 
Land Expedition in R.L. Specht 



on Records of the American 
Australian Scientific Expedition 
to Arnhem Land vol.4. Melb., 
Univ. Pr.,:345-425 

DeVIS, C.W. 

1890 Preliminary observations 
on a natural history collection 
made in connection v '*h the 
surveying cruise of HMS 
Myrmidon at Port Darwin and - 
Combridge Gulf Sept, to Nov. 
1888 by W. Saviile-Kent 
Commissioner of Fisheries, 
Queensland. Proc. R. Soc. Qd. 
6:219-242 

DIMPEL, H. 

1969 Cloncurry parrot in Nor¬ 
thern Territory. Emu 69:120 
(Collected at Springvale; first 
record for the Northern Terri¬ 
tory.) 

ELLIS, J. 

1948 Birds of MacDonald 
Downs Station, NorthernTerri- 
tory. South Australian Ornithol¬ 
ogist 19:15-17 (Observation 

made July/Aug 1947 of 72 
species and lliaura names of 
50.) 

ELSEY, J.R. 

1857 Letter to John Gould 
from the Victoria River Depot. 

Proc. zoo/. Soc. Lond: 23-9 

ESTBERGS, 
J.A., R. 

GARSTONE & 

A. HERTOG 

1978 Observations of the 
Eastern grass owl near Darwin, 
N.T. Emu 78:93 

ESTBERGS, 

J.A. 

1978 Colour tagging of Whist¬ 
ling kites. Corella 2:91 

ESTBERGS, 

J.A. & R. 
GARSTON 

1979 An observation of piracy 
in the Black Falcon (Falco sub- 
niger) at Darwin, N.T. Northern 


Territory Naturalist 1 (2):6 
(Black falcon pirating a rat 
from an Eastern grass owl.) 


FINLAYSON, 1935 Miscellaneous notes on 
H.H. some species of birds in Cen¬ 

tral Australia. South Australian 
Ornithologist 12:88-91 (Various 
trips around northern Central 
Australia and southern Nor- 
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them Territory between 1933 
and 1935.) 


FISHER, M. 

1976 The Alice Springs Tele¬ 

FRITH, H.J. & 


graph Station National Park. 

Birdkeeping in Australia :19:41 - 
2 (Listing of birds seen in good 

S.J.J.F. DAVIES 


seasons.) 

FRITH, H.J. 

FISHER, M. 

1977 Berry Springs Recrea¬ 
tion Reserve. Birdkeeping in 
Australia 20:7 


FISHER, M. 

1977 The Great bower bird. 

Bird Observer No.545:33 


FLETCHER, 

1937 Collecting in central and 


H.O. 

northern Australia. Australian 
Museum Magazine 6:157-164 
(General natural history aticle 
including the collection of 

Amytomis pumelh at Mt Gillen 

FRITH, H.J. 


and Sr/ltia Isabella at Bor- 
roloola.) 

FRITH, H.J. 

FORD, H.A. 

1976 The Brown honeyeater 
in the Northern Territory. 



South Australian Ornithologist 

FRITH, H.J. & 


27:145-146. (Specimen from 

W.B. 


Alice Springs area Lichmera 
indistinca.) 

HITCHCOCK 

FORD, J. 

1970 Distribution of Quail 



thrushes in the Northern Terri¬ 

FRITH, H.J. 


tory and their taxonomic re¬ 
lations. Emu 70:135 (Cinc/o- 
soma magma turn & C. castano- 

tum occur sympatrically but in 
different habitats.) 

FORD, J. 

1978 Geographical isolation 

and morphological and habitat 
differentiation between birds 



of the Kimberley and Northern 
Territory. Emu 78:25-35 

GANO, E. 

FRITH, H.J. & 

1958 Wild geese and rice cul¬ 


S.J.J.F. DAVIES 

tivation in the Northern Terri¬ 

GEE, L.C.E. 


tory. South Pacific 9:588-592 

FRITH, H.J. & 

1958 The Magpie goose. 


S.J.J.F. DAVIES 

Australian Museum Magazine 

12:348-351 

GEE.L.C.E. 

FRITH, H.J. 

1959 Summary of investi¬ 

gations on the Magpie goose in 


the Northern Territory, mimeo, 
fo., ppll Canb., C.S.I.R.O. 

1961 Breeding seasons of 
birds in subcoastal Northern 
Territory. Emu 61:97-111 

1961 Ecology of the Magpie 
goose Anseranas semipaimata 
Latham (Anatidae) - CS/RO 
Wildlife Research 6:91-141 
(Study determines relation¬ 
ship of Magpie goose to the 
developing rice industry and 
concludes the bird will be era¬ 
dicated by that industry.) 

1967 Waterfowl in Australia 

:206 Two specimens of Chest¬ 
nut teal collected near Darwin 
1958. 

1972 Nesting of the Black 
banded pigeon and the Aust¬ 
ralian rock pigeons. Emu 
72:13-16 

1974 Birds in A.J. Frith and 
J. H. Calaby Fauna survey of the 

Port Essmgton District Northern 
Territory of Australia. C.S. I. R.O. 
(Tech. Pap. 28) 

1977 Band recoveries of the 
Magpie goose, Anseranas 
semipaimata. Australian Wildlife 

Research. 4:81-84 (Recovery 
data for 107 birds banded near 
Darwin show strong site at¬ 
tachment by individuals and 
considerable longevity.) 

1977 Checklist of birds - 

Mataranka. Alice Springs, N.T. 
Wildlife Commission. 

1910 Letterof31 March1910 
to M. Symonds Clarke, recor¬ 
ding bird life at Tanami. Emu 
10:75-76 

1967 Qd Bird Notes 3(2):9 

(First NT record of Spotted 
Crake.) 
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GIVENS, T.V, 

1953 Cist/cola juncidis (Raf.) in 

HARTERT, 

1905 List of birds collected in 

& W.B. 

the Northern Territory. Emu 

E.J.O. 

north western Australia and 

HITCHCOCK 

53:193-200. Includes des- 

scription of c. j. banyeri. new 
subspecies. 


Arnhem Land by Mr J.T. 
Tunney. Novit. Zool. 12:194- 
242 Half of the specimens 
sent to the Rothschild Mu¬ 

GNAUCK, F.R. 

1975 Bird travellers in the 
Northern Territory. Northern 
Territory Affairs 9:29-32 (No¬ 


seum and some to the British 
Museum.) 


madic and migratory species 

HARTERT, 

1906 Additional notes on 


and the need for habitat pre¬ 
servation.) 

E.J.O. 

birds from north western Aus¬ 
tralia. Novit zool. 13:745-755 

(Amytornis woodwardi Hart. 

GODFREY, F.L. 

1913 Great flight of Swifts. 

Emu 13:48 Oriental pratincole 
passing in, Feb. 1906 at Port 


and Gymnorhina tibicen longi- 
rostris Milligan.) 


Keats from south east to north 

HARTERT, 

1924 Ueber enige neue 


west.) 

E.J.O. 

Vogel aus dem Indo-Australis- 
chen Archinel unter dem 

GOODWIN, D. 

1967 Australian pigeons: their 
affinities and status. Emu 
66:319-336 (Third Harold Hall 

Expedition, British Museum 
and American Museum of 
Natural History specimens 
used.) 


Vorwande. Treubia 6:20-25. 
(Classifies the Australian reed 
warbler as a form of Acroce- 

phalus stentoreus (Hempr. & 
Ehrenb.) and recognizes wes¬ 
tern and eastern Australian 
races A. s. goud/& A. s. australis. 
Considers melvi/lensis of 

GOODWIN, D. 

1969 A new sub-species of 
the White-quilled rock pigeon. 

Bulletin British Ornitholigical 

Club 89:1 31 -133 (Petrophassa 
albipennis booth/ subsp. nov. 


Mathews not an Australian 
form but a migrant, A. arundin- 
aceus orienta/is (Temm & 
Schlegel).) 


from Stokes Range, Victoria 

HASELGROVE, 

1975 Notes of the birds of 

GOULD, J. 

River.) 

1840 Birds of Australia. Lond. 
1840-1869 7 volumes and 

P. 

Groote Eylandt, Northern Terri¬ 
tory. Sunbird 6:32-43 


supplements. 

HERTOG, A. 

1978 Some uncommon visi¬ 
tors to the Darwin area. Bird 

HALL, B.P. 

1974 Birds of the Harold Hall 
Australian Expeditions 1962- 


Observer no. 559:29 


1970, a report on the collec¬ 
tions made for the British 
Museum (Natural History) fifth 
expedition narrative by B.D. 
McDonald Booth, April Nov. 

HERTOG, A. 

1978 Possible record of Spot¬ 
less crake at Fogg Dam. 
Northern Territory Naturalist v.1 

no. 1:2 


1968 Kimberleys, Western 
Australia and Arnhem Land, 
Northern Territory: 24-33. 

HEUMANN, G.A. 

1914 Something about 

Hooded Parrakeets and other 
birds of the “Northern Territory” 
of Australia. Avic. Mag. (Series 

HALL, L.A. 

1969 Letter-winged kites and 
rats in the Northern Territory. 
£rr?u69:182 (Brunette Downs- 

Elanus scriptus and Rattus v/llo- 


3) 5:133-136 (Pine Creek, the 
hoods in June were black not 
brown.) 


sissimus Seealso A. Blackburn 
(1968) and D. Hollands (1977).) 

HEUMANN, G.A. 

1926 Birds in the Northern 
Territory and a new finch. Emu 
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HILL, G.F. 


HINDWOOD, 

K.A. 


HINDWOOD, 

K.A. 


HITCHCOCK, 
W.B. & H.E. 
JARMAN 


HITCHCOCK, 
W.B. & J.L. 
McKEAN 


HOBLEY, E.M. 


HOLLANDS, D. 


HOMBRON, J. 


HOPKINS, N. 


25:134-136 (Donacola lepi- 
dothorax Cayley 1926.) 


HOPKINS, N. 1953 Observations of Bower- 
bird playground. Emu 53:279- 
80. 


1913 Ornithological notes, 
Barclay Expedition, from Ood- 
nadatta to Borroloola. Emu 
12:238-262 (Detailed notes 
on measurement and descrip¬ 
tions. List for Borroloola has 
137 birds.) 

1946 A list of types and para- 
types of birds from Australian 
localities in the Australian 
Museum, Sydney, New South 
Wales. Rec. Aust. Mus. 21: 
386-393. 

1954 The distribution of the 
Coucal fCenrropus phas/aninus) 

in Australia. Emu 54:1-6. 

1941 Bird observations in the 
Alice Springs District, Nor¬ 
thern Territory. South Australian 
Ornithologist 18:1 2-17. 

1969 Square-tailed kite in the 
Northern Territory, Emu 69: 
114-115. (Square-tailed kite 
collected in the Sir Edward 
Pellew Group.) 

1935 Life on the Roper River. 

Nature Lovers Notes June. 


HOPKINS, N. 1965 Black honeyeater distri¬ 
butions. Qld Bird Notes 1:7 (At 
Mataranka.) 

HOPKINS, N. 1974 Some observations of 
the Great bower-bird. Sunb/rd 
5:10-15 (Comments on bowers 
display and mimicry in Nor¬ 
thern Territory and Queens¬ 
land.) 


HOWE, D. 1973 Common noddy in the 

& W. DODD Northern Territory. Emu 73 

: 140 (Female collected near 
Wessel Is.) 


HUMPHRIES, 1947 Probable nesting 

C.F. records of the Chestnut 

quilled rock pigeon. Emu 47: 
59-60 (At Tennant Creek 
1945.) 


HUMPHRIES, 1947 Among the birds of 
C.F. Melville Bay. EmuAlA 30-136 

(Observed July 1944/Oct 
1945. See later list by C. 
Boekel (1976).) 


HYETT, J. 1967 Flocking of spinifex 

pigeon. Emu 67:132 (Jasper 
Gorge nearV.R.D., estimated 
400 birds.) 


1977 Field observation on 
the Letter-winged kite, eas¬ 
tern Simpson Desert, 1974. 

Australian Bird Watcher 7:73- 
80. 

1843? Description de plusiers 
oiseaux ou peu connus, prov- 

enant de I' expedition autour 
du monde faite sur les cor¬ 
vettes I’ Astrolobe et la Zelee. 
Annates Science Naturellb 
Zoo/ogie Ser. 2 16:312-320. 

(Fringilla phaeton from Raffles 
Bay. See also C.H. Jacquinot 
(1853).) 

1949 Sea eagles harrying 
flying foxes. Emu 49:52 (At 
Mataranka) 


INGRAM, C. 1906 British Ornithologists 
Club Meeting 20 June 1906. 
“Mr Collingwood Ingram 
exhibited and described some 
apparently new forms or birds 
obtained by Mr Stalker at the 
Alexandra Station in the Nor¬ 
thern Territory of South Aust¬ 
ralia. Bull. BO Club 16:115- 
11 6 (Artamus spp . Ptilotis 
forrest. Sp.nov. and Mirafra 
rufenscens sp.nov.) (See also 
G.M. Mathews (1909).) 

INGRAM, C. 1907 On the birds of the Alex¬ 
andra (Alexandria Station, 
Barkly Tableland) District, 
Northern Territory of South 
Australia. Ibis (Series 9) 
1:387-415. 
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INGRAM, C. 

JACQUINOT, 

C.H. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 

JARMAN, H.E. 


1909 Supplementary list of 
the birds of the Alexandra Dis¬ 
trict Northern Territory of 
South Australia. Ibis (Series 9) 
1:613-618 (Continuation of 
1907 list. Described and 
named by Gregory Mathews. 
Add 19 sp., making 110 sp. for 
the area.) 


169-185 (James Ranges 
(Palm Valley) Ayers Rock etc.) 

JOHNSGARD, 1961 Breeding biology of the 

PA Magpie goose. Annual Report 

Wildlife Service, 12:92-103 
(Breeding pair studied for one 
whole breeding season and 
part of the next.) 


1853 Voyage au pole sud et 
dans I'oceanie sur les corvettes 
lAstrolobe et le Zelee ... pen¬ 
dant les annees 1837 ... 1841 
(Zoology) part 3 Mammiferes 
et oiseaux. Paris, Gide et J. 
Baudry. (See also J.B. 
Hombron, (1843?).) 

1944 Birds of Barrow Creek, 
Northern Territory of Australia. 

South Australian Ornithologist 

17:22-24 (Observed Feb. May 
1942.) 

1944 The birds of Banka 
Banka Station Northern Terri¬ 
tory. South Australian Ornithol¬ 
ogist 17:24-29 (Observed Aug. 
1942/Aug. 1943.) 

1945 Brief notes on a hurried 
journey from Tennant Creek, 
N.T. to Mt. Isa Old. South Aust¬ 
ralian Ornithologist 17:45 

1945 Bird observations at 
Larrimah, Northern Territory of 
Australia. South Australian 
Ornithologist 17:53-54 

1945 Birds of Elliott and New¬ 
castle Waters, Northern Terri¬ 
tory. South Australian Ornitho¬ 
logist 17:74-78 (Observed 
Sept./Dec. 1941.) 

1945 Birds of Tennant Creek, 
Northern Territory of Australia. 

South Australian Ornithologist 

17:82 

1946 A stroll along Barrow 
Creek. Wildlife June: 201-203 

1953 The R.AO.U. Campout 
in Central Australia. Emu 53: 


JOHNSTONE, 1957 Breeding season 1956: 

S.T. first breeding of the Magpie 

goose. Annual Report Wildfowl 
Trust 8:38-39. (July 1956 in 
privet hedge of their pen in 
U.K.) 


KEARTLAND, 1896 Ornithological notes 
G.A. from Central Australia, part 1. 

Victorian Naturalist 13:58-63. 
(Raptores - Horn Expedition 
1894.) 


KEARTLAND, 1898 Ornithological notes 

G.A. from Central Australia, part 2. 

Victorian Naturalist 14:166- 
169. (from Podargus brachyp- 

terus to Striated pardalote.) 


KEAST, J.A & 1954 Influence of droughtand 

A.J. MARSHALL rainfall on reproduction in 
Australian desert birds. Pro¬ 
ceedings of the Zoological 
Society of London 124:493- 
499. 


KEAST, J.A 1958 Relationship between 
seasonal movements and the 
development of geographic 
variation in the Australian 
chats (Eothianura Gould and 
Ashbyia North) Passeres: 

Muscicapidae, Malurinae. 

Aust. J. Zoo/. 6:53-68 

KEAST, J.A 1957 Variation in the Australian 
kingfishers (Aves Alcedinidae) 
Rec. Aust. Mus. 24:61-72 


KEAST, J.A 1957 Variation and speciation 

in the Australian flycatchers 
(Aves: Muscicapinae). Rec. 
Aust. Mus. 24:73-108 

KIKKAWA, J. 1969 Geographical distribution 

of land birds in Australia - a 
numerical analysis. Aust. J. 
ZooI. 17:821-40 
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KLAPSTE, J. 

1977 First record of the Jabiru 
in central Australia. Australian 

Bird Watcher 7:94 (Alice 


trict, Northern Australia. Emu 
2:85-96 


Springs sewage ponds 28 Dec 
1976.) 

LE SOUEF, 

1903 Descriptions of birds’ 
eggs from the Port Darwin Dis¬ 
trict. Northern Australia. Emu 

KLAPSTE, J. 

1978 Bird observations at Alice 
Springs Sewage farm, N.T. 


2:139-159 


Australian Bird Watcher: 7:1 48- 

LE SOUEF, 

1903 Descriptions of birds’ 


151 

W.H.D. 

eggs from the Port Darwin Dis¬ 
trict, Northern Australia. Emu 

LAVERY, H.J. 

1964 Notes on birds in the 

Gulf of Carpentaria. Emu 63: 


3:54-55 


307-309 (Birds recorded at sea 

LE SOUEF, 

1908 Descriptions of new or 


17-23 Nov. 1962.) 

W.H.D. 

rare Australian birds’ eggs Emu 
8:61-63 fCol/yriocincIa wood- 

LEACH, G.J. 

1975 Editor's note: Adden¬ 
dum to the article by P. Hasel- 
grove. “Notes on the birds of 
Groote Eylandt N.T.” Sunbird 


\/vardi. Cracticus spaldingi. 

Malurus coronatus. said to 
come from Port Darwin). 


6:100 

LOVE, J.R.B. 

1917 Notes on the Ashbyia 
lovensis. South Australian Orn¬ 

LEICHHARDT, 

1847 Journal of an overland 


ithologist 3:40-41 (Gibberbird 

F.W.L. 

expedition in Australia from 
Moreton Bay to Port Essmgton 


at Charlotte Waters). 


a distance upwards 3,000 
miles during the years 1844- 
1845. Lond. T. & W. Boone, 

1847. 

MacDONALD, B. 

1978 Checklist of birds: Alice 
Springs Telegraph Station His¬ 
torical Reserve. Alice Springs, 
N.T. Wildlife Commission. 

LENDON, A. 

1966 Notes on Northern Terri¬ 

MacDONALD, 

1968 Speciation in the Collu- 


tory birds Australian Bird 
Watcher 2:191-206 (Trip in 
July/Aug. 1964.) 

J.D. 

rincincla harmonica complex. 
Results of the Hall Expedition 
number 8. Emu 67:215-223 
(Grey thrush complex consists 

LENDON, C.F. 

1978 Birds in William A. Low 
etal The physical and biological 
features of Kunuth Paddock in 
central Australia. Canb.,CSIRO 


of a group of allopatric variants 
in different stages of speci¬ 
ation e.g. the northern brunnea 
group.) 

LE SOUEF, J. 

1902 Descriptions of some 

MacDONALD, 

1969 Variation in the White 


Australian birds eggs. Viet. 
A/sr19:91-92. (Northern Terri¬ 
tory birds.) 

J.D. 

browed tree creeper. Emu 
69:110-111 (Climacteris sup- 
erciliosa in the N.T.) 

LE SOUEF, 

1899 Ornithological notes from 

McEVEY, A.R. 

1967 Birds of the Fisheries and 

W.H.D. 

the Northern Territory. A list of 
birds with nests and eggs ob¬ 
tained by Mr E. Olice on the 
Katherine River. Victorian 


Wildlife Dept. Northern Terri¬ 
tory Bustard Expedition 1966. 

Melb., Nat. Mus. Vic. 


Naturalist 16:61-72 (Collec¬ 
ting period Oct 1898/Jan 
1899.) 

McGILL, A.R. 

1951 An Australian review of 
the Sanderling. Emu 50:197- 
206. 

LE SOUEF, 

1902 Descriptions of birds’ 

McGill, a.r. 

1968 Generic affinities of the 

W.H.D. 

eggs from the Port Darwin Dis- 


Bar-shouldered dove. Emu 
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67:290-293 (Bar shouldered 
dove should be called Strep- 
topelia humera/is because of 
plumage pattern size, distri¬ 
bution, call and flight). 

MacGILLIVRAY, 1846 Ornithological excur- 

J. sion to the north coast of New 

Holland. Zoologist 4:1481- 
1484. (Port Essington Oct. 
1844 and waders which were 
eaten). 


McKEAN, J.L. & 1973 Unusual seabird records 

D. GRAY from the Northern Territory. 

Emu 73:184 (Jan/Feb 1973 
frigatebirds, Wedgetailed 
shearwater, Bridled tern, 
Sooty tern and Common 
noddy.) 


McKEAN, J.L. & 1975 New records from the 

M.C. BARTLETT Northern Territory Australian 
& C.M. PERRINS Bird Watcher 6:45-6 (Jan 1974 
Christmas Island Frigate bird 
and Red-necked phalarope). 


McKEAN, J.L., 1976 Records of uncommon 

H.A. THOMPSON migrant waders near Darwin. 
& J.A. ESTBERGS/)usrra//3/? Bird Watcher 6:143 


MASTERS, G. 


MATHEWS, G.M. 


MATHEWS, G.M. 


MATHEWS, G.M. 


McLENNAN, 1917 North Australian birds. 

W.R. Emu 16:117-158 (Species in 

order with locations mainly 
King River region - Macarthur 
River region. See also H.L. 
White (1917).) 


McLENNAN, 1917 North Australiian birds: 

W.R. Emu 16:205:231 (See also 

H.L. White (1917).) 


MASON, I.J. & 1975 First record of the Marsh 

T.O. WOLFE crake for the Northern Terri¬ 
tory. Emu 75:235 (July 1974 
at Kapalga; Sept. 1974 at 
Holmes Jungle.) 


MASON, I.J. 1977 Erroneous records of 
the Brown tailed flycatcher 
from the Northern Territory. 
Australian Bird Watcher 7:81- 
86 (Correction of sightings by 
Officer, see also M.J. Seyfort 
(1974) and A.J. Campbell 
(1902).) 


MATHEWS, G.M. 


MATHEWS, G.M. 


MATHEWS, G.M. 


1876 Notes on a collection 
from Port Darwin. Proc. Lin- 
nean Soc. N.S.W. 2:269-276 
(Made by E. Spalding; Cracti- 
cus spaldingi sp.nov.) 

1908 British Ornithologist 
Club Meeting 17 June 1908. 
“Mr G.M. Mathews exhibited 
three pairs of a species of 
Malurus collected by Mr J.T. 
Tunney in north-west Australia. 
It appeared to be undescribed 
and Mr Mathews proposed to 
name it Malurus du/cis sp. nov. " 
Bull. Brit. Ornith. Club. 21:100- 
101 (from Alligator River) 

1908 British Ornithologists 
Club Meeting 17 June 1908. 
Examples of Ptistes erythrop- 
terus (Gmel.) and P. coccineop- 
terus (Gould) were the same 
species. Bull. Brit. Ornith. Club 
21:110 (Collected by J.T. 
Tunney.) 

1909 Malurus dulcis (Lavender 
flanked wren) sp.nov. Emu 
8:113-114 (Collected by J.T. 
Tunney on the South Alligator 
River 1903.) 

1909 Birds of the Alexandra 
(recte Alexandria) District Nor¬ 
thern Territory. Emu 9:65-69 
(Collected by W. Stalker for Sir 
William Ingram. See com¬ 
ments by Colliingwood Ingram 
1906). 

1910 Aphe/ocephala nign- 
cincta in the NorthernTerritory 
Ibis (series 9):761 (Letter on 
the third record of this bird in 
the N.T. previously A.J. North 
(1895) and Horn Expedition 
(1896).) 

1914 A list of the birds of 
Melville Island, NorthernTerri¬ 
tory, Australia. Ibis (series 10) 
2:91-132 (Written from the 
diary of his collector J.P. 
Rogers.) 
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MATHEWS, G.M. 

1923 Goulds’ “North-west 
coast of Australia". Emu 

23:76-77 (Re-definition from 
Derby to Port Essington.) 

NORTH, A.J. 

MAY, C.E. 

1906 Northern notes (from 

Port Keats) Emu 7:72-73 
(letter 7.6.1909 to Edwin 
Ashby including list and com¬ 
ments). 

NORTH, A.J. 

MAYR, E. 

1940 Notes on Australian 
birds. One, the genus Lalage. 

Emu 40:111-117 (White 
winged triller, Varied triller etc.) 

NORTH, A.J. 

MAYR, E. 

1943 Notes on Australian 
birds. Two. Emu 43:3-17 


MEES, G.F. 

1964 A revision of the Aust¬ 
ralian owls (Strigidae and Ty 
tonidae). Zoologische Verhan- 
dehngen witgegevan door het 
Rijksmuseum van naturlijke 
historie te Leiden 65:3-62 
(Ninox novaeseelandiae melvil- 
lensis (Mathews) N. conn/vens 
occidentals (Ramsay) Tyro 
novaeho/landiae melvillensis 
(Mathews) Tyro longimembris 
longimembris (Lendan).) 

NORTH, A.J. 

MEYER DE 

1957 Some avian types, prin¬ 

NORTH, A. J. 

SCHAUENSEE, 

cipally Goulds' in the collec¬ 


R. 

tion of the Academy. Proc. 
Acad. Nat. Set Philadelphia 

109:123-246 (Includes Port 
Essington type specimens.) 


MILLER, 

1919 Notes on the structure 


W. de W. 

o fAnseranas. Auk 36:362-565 
(Anseranas is the most aber¬ 

NORTH, A.J. 


rant of the Geese and entitled 
to family status.) 

OFFICER, H.R. 

MOLLISON, J. 

1950 From Alice Springs to 
Darwin. Victorian Naturalist 

67:136-141 (General natural 
history article including orni¬ 
thology.) 

OFFICER, H.R. 

NORTH, A. J. 

1895 Preliminary descriptions 
of a new genus and five new 
species of central Australian 
birds. Ibis (series 7) 1:339-342 
(Examination of skins from 
Horn Expedition.) 

OFFICER, H.R. 


1896 Aves in Baldwin Spencer 

ed Report on the work of the 
Horn Scientific Expedition to 

Central Australia Part II Zoo¬ 
logy. Lond., Dulau; Melb; 
Melville, Mutten and Slade. 
(With field notes by G.A. Keart- 
land.) 

1902 Descriptions of some 
Australian birds’ eggs. Vic¬ 
torian Naturalist 19:34-36 
(From the Daly River.) 

1905 Linnean Society of New 
South Wales, meeting 29 
March 1905. “Mr North ex¬ 
hibited a specimen of a grass 
finch from the Northern Terri¬ 
tory of South Australia which 
he separated from Poephila 
acuticauda Gould under the 
name P. aurantiirostr/s. "Proc. 
Linn Soc. N.S.W. 30:101 

1906 A new grass finch. (Poe¬ 
phila aurantiirostr/s becomes a 
synonym for P. hecki Heinroth.) 
Emu 5:169 

1912 Descriptions of two new 
species and a new genus of 

Australian birds. Ibis (series 
9):118-1120 (Port Essington 
1879 skins of Neositta mortoni 
sp.nov. Alcyone ramsayi sp. 
nov.) 

1914 Nests and eggs 4:216 
Keartland’s eggs of the Spot¬ 
less Crake from the Daly. 

1968 Walkabouts and birds. 
Melb., (Northern and Western 
Australia). 

1968 The Melville Island friar- 
bird resident in the Northern 
Territory. Emu 8:216 (See also 
S.A. Parker (1971).) 

1976 Ten days obervations of 
the birds of Gove Peninsula. 

Australian Bird Watcher 6:223- 
228 (Observed July/Aug. 1975) 
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OFFICER, H.R. 


OSBORNE, 

R.E.P. 


OXFORD, G. 


PARKER, S.A. 


PARKER, S.A. 


PARKER, S.A. 


PARKER, S.A. 


PARKER, S.A. 


PARKER, S.A. 


PARKER, S.A. 
& G.M. STORR 


1978 The genus Amytornis: 
grass wrens. Bird Observer 

555:109 

1931 Report on bird life in 
Central Australian and Nor¬ 
thern Australia. South Australian 
Ornithologist 11:4-7 (Trips 
between Alice Springs and 
Warlock.) 

1975 Birds - not all have 
returned to Berry Springs. 

Ranger Review. Sept: 15 

1969 New and interesting dis¬ 
tribution records of Central 
Australian birds. South Aus¬ 
tralian Ornithologist. 25:59-71 
(Attempts to bring together 
distribution records since 
1967) 

1970 Critical notes on the 
status of some Northern Terri¬ 
tory birds. South Australian 
Ornithologist 25:115-125 
(Additional data to G.M. Storr 
(1967).) 

1971 Taxonomy of the Nor¬ 
thern Territory Friarbirds 
known as Philemon buceroides 
gordoni. Emu 71:54 (Two 
species. See comments by 
H.R. Officer (1968).) 

1971 Critical notes on the 
status of some central Aust¬ 
ralian birds. Emu 71:99-102 
(Discusses fourteen species.) 

1972 Remarks on distribution 
and taxonomy of the Grass 
wrens Amytornis textilis, 
modestus and purnelli. Emu 
72:157-166 (A. textilis and A. 
purnelli are sympatric in parts 
of the N.T. 

1973 The identity of Microeca 
brunneicanda (Campbell 1902). 
Emu 73:23-25 

1976 Further notes on the 
birds of Groote Eylandt. South 


POPLE, M.R. 


RAGLESS, G.B. 

REED, M. 

RICH, H. 

RICHARDS, K. 

& B. RICHARDS 

RIX, C.E. 

ROBERTS, G. 

ROBERTSON, 

B.l. 


ROLF, D. 


ROSS, P. 

ROTHWELL, 
MRS R, & 

D. AMADON 


Australian Ornithologist 27: 

144 (Additions to P. Hasel- 
grove (1975).) 

1978 Domestic sparrows in 
the Northern Territory. Ranger 
Review. May:20 

1977 Chestnut rail in Darwin. 
South Australian Ornithologist 
27:254-255 (Details of nesting 
and extension of range to Port 
Keats.) 

1975 Movements of birds at 
Katherine Low Level. Ranger 
Review, July:2-3 

1977 Ayers Rock encounter. 

Bird Observer, no. 551:79 

1971 Letter-winged kites at 
Elliott, N. T. Australian Bird 
Watcher 4:21 (Nest and three 
birds.) 

1970 Birds of the Northern 
Terriory. South Australian Orni¬ 
thologist. 27:192 

1977 Central Australian 
records of the Grey tailed 
tattler. South Australian Orni¬ 
thologist. 27:192 

1977 Identification of Pacific 
and Dominican gulls. Australian 
Bird Watcher: 7:5-10 (See arti¬ 
cles by C. Boekel (1976) and 
G.F. Van Tets(1977).) 

1978 Checklist of birds: Uluru 
(A yers Rock - Mt Olga) National 
Park. Alice Springs, N.T. Wild¬ 
life Commission. 

1976 Re: Wedge Tailed eagles. 

Bird Observer no. 538:68 

1964 Ecology of the Bud¬ 
gerigar. Auk 81:82 (Observed 
Sept. 1961 and Aug/Oct 1962 
mainly concerned with water 
retention.) 
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ROWLEY, I.C.R. 


SALVADORI, 

T.A. 


SCHMIDT, P.J. 


SCHODDE, R. 


SCHODDE, R. & 
I.J. MASON 


SCHODDE, R. & 
I.J. MASON 


SCHODDE, R. & 
I.J. MASON 


SCHODDE, R. 

I. J. MASON & 

J. L. McKEAN 


1969 First record of the 
Australian raven (Corvus coro- 
noides) in the Northern Terri¬ 
tory. Emu 69:183-184 (Bru¬ 
nette Downs Oct 1966, Nich¬ 
olson River 30 Aug 1967 and 
Andado Station 2 March 
1968.) 

1889 Viaggio di Lamberto 
Loria nella Papuasia Orientale 
i ucelli Port Darwin. (1-9 
Maggio 1889) Annah Museo 

Civico di S tori a Naturale 

(Genova) (Ser 1.2): 491-505 
126 specimens of 32 species.) 


SEDGWICK, 1944 Historical bird list: open 

E.H. forest at Larrimah, N.T. Aus¬ 

tralian Bird Watcher 7:142-144 

1946 Notes on the Great 
bower bird in the Northern 
Territory. Emu 45:310-317 
(Description of bowers and 
bower activcity.) 

SEDGWICK, 1947 Northern Territory bird 

E. H. notes. Emu 46:294-308 

SEDGWICK, 1947 Northern Territory bird 

E.H. notes, part two. Emu. 46:349- 

378. 


SEDGWICK, 

E.H. 


1967 Notes on two north Aust¬ 
ralian birds Emu 66:368 (Flock 
pigeons and budgerigars on 
Alroy Downs.) 

1973 Birds in C.S.I.R.O. Divi¬ 
sion of Wildlife Research Alli¬ 
gator Rivers Region Fact Find¬ 
ing Study. Wildlife. Canb., 
C.S.I.R.O. 


SEYFORT, M.J. 1974 Browntailed flycatcher 
in the Northern Territory. 
Australian Bird Watcher. 5:249- 
251. (Discussion on A.J. 
Campbell (1902) and S.A. 
Parker(1973) stating Microeca 
brunneicauda is in N.T.) 


SHARLAND, 1964/1 Territory of Birds Adel., 

M.S.R. Rigby 


1974 Common tern in Nor¬ 
thern Territory. Emu 74:103- 
104 (Records of Sterna 

hirundo longipennis on the 

East Alligator.) 


SIMPSON, H. 1933 Bird notes from Ood- 
nadatta to Ernabella and to 
Alice Springs. South Australian 
Ornithologist 12:33-36. 


1975 Occurrence, nesting 
and affinities of the White 
throated grass wren, Amytor- 
nis woodwardi and White lined 
honeyeaten Me/iphaga albi- 
lineata. Emu 75:12-18 

1976 New subspecies of Col- 
lurincincla megarhyncha (Quoy 
and Gaimard) from the Nor¬ 
thern Territory. Emu 76:109- 
114 (Colluricincla megarhincha 
aelples subsp. nov. Specimen 
collected near Borroloola.) 

1979 A new subspecies of 
Philemon buceroides from 
Arnhem Land. Emu 79:24-30. 
(Taxonomic review of the two 
forms of Helmeted friarbird 
postulating a common ances¬ 
tor in Australia not Timor.) 


SIMPSON, H. 1933 Central Australian 
notes. South Australian Orni¬ 
thologist 12:48-49. (Sightings 
at Finke.) 

STOKES, J.L. 1846 Discoveries in Australia; 

with an account of the coasts 
and rivers explored and sur¬ 
veyed during the voyage of 
H.M.S. Beagle, in the years 
1837... 1943. Lond., T. & W. 
Boone. (Sightings vol. 1:395 
Megapodius tumulus; 405 the 
birds of Cape Hotham; 419 
Whistling tree ducks Lepto- 
tarsis eytoni. Volume 11:53 
“large flocks of small rather 
brown pigeon”; 57 on the 
Victoria River” white ducks 
with black or very brown 
wings. Pink bill and legs, pale 
yellow eye, also at Port Essing- 
ton (Tadorna rajah (Gould): 62- 
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STONE, W. 


STORR, G.M. 

STORR, G.M. 

STORR, G.M. 

STRESEMANN, 

E. 

TARR, H.E. 

TARR, H.E. 

TEESE, D. 

THOMAS. 

D.A.G. 

THOMAS, 

D.A.G. 


63 Geophapsplumifera (Gould) 
Nettapus pulchellus (Gould):92 
Ch/amydera nuchal is bower. 

1913 A list of the species of 
Australian birds described by 
John Gould, with the location 
of the type specimens. Austral. 
Avian. Rec. 1:129-80. (1858 
specimens in Gould’s Collec¬ 
tion of Australian birds of 
Thomas B. Wilson Philadel¬ 
phia and other collections.) 

1966 J.T. Tunneys’itinerary in 
northern Australia, 1901-1903. 
Emu. 66:59 (Itinerary based 
on specimen labels to help 
trace obscure and imprecise 
localities.) 


1967 List of Northern Territory 
birds. Perth, Western Aus¬ 
tralian Museum. (Special Pub¬ 
lication number 4). 

1977 Birds of the Northern 
Territory. Perth, Western Aus¬ 
tralian Museum. (Special Pub¬ 
lication number 7). 

1935 Die Papuanischen For- 

men von Accipiter fasciatus. 
Ornith. Monatsb. 43:11 0-111. 

1945 Nature trip through Cen¬ 
tral Australia. Bird Observer. 

1948 Satin bower bird in the 
Northern Terriitory. Emu 
47:330 (See article by R.P. 
Cooper (1948).) 

1977 To the top of Australia. 

Bird Observer no. 545:3 

1947 Birds seen in the Nor¬ 
thern Territory, part 1. South 
Australian Ornithologist 18:55- 
60 

1947 Birds seen in the Nor¬ 
thern Territory, part 2. South 
Australian Ornithologist 18:62- 
65 (Observed Jan 1944/Jan 


THOMPSON, 

H.A.F. 


THOMPSON, 

H.A.F. 


THOMPSON, 

H.A.F. 


THOMPSON, 

H.A.F. 


TINDALE, 

N.B. 


TINDALE, 

N.B. 


TUCKER, E.M. 


TUNNEY, J.T. 


VAN TETS, G.F., 
A.H. D’ANDRIA 
& E. SLATER 


VAN TETS, G.F. 


1945 mainly in the vicinity of 
Adelaide River and Darwin.) 

1977 Dusky moorhen in the 
Northern Territory. Sunbird 
8:24 

1977 Notes on the birds in the 
Darwin and northern areas of 
the Northern Territory. Sunbird 
8:83-91 

1978 First Northern Territory 
record of Arctic Skua. Sunbird 
9:9 

1978 Common birds of the 
Darwin suburbs. Northern Ter¬ 
ritory Naturalist 1:7-1 2 

1925 Notes on the birds of 
Groote Eylandt, Gulf of Car¬ 
pentaria. South Australian 
Ornithologist. 8:10-24 (Ob¬ 
served 1921-2 mainly on 
Emerald River, includes In- 
gura names.) 

1928 Birds observed at Roper 
River, Northern Territory. 

South Australian Ornithologist 

8:21 

1970 Bird notes on the wes¬ 
tern fringe of the Simpson 
Desert. Victorian Naturalist 
87:319-322 

1906 Birds of north west Aus¬ 
tralia. Emu 5:167 (Note on 
trinomial nomenclature.) 

1967 Nesting distribution and 
nomenclature of Australian 
vanelline plovers. Emu 67:85- 
93. (Nesting ranges of Van- 
ne/lus tricolor in south and V. 
miles in north Australian and 
V.M. novaehollandiae in the 
south east supports the no¬ 
menclature.) 

1977 Lesser black-backed 
gull instead of Dominican gull 
at Melville Bay, N.T. Australian 
Bird Watcher 7:11 (Correction 
of C. Boekel (1976).) 
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VESELOVSKY, 

Z. 


WATSON, J.D. 

WATSON, J.D. 

WATSON, J.D. 

WEBB, T.T. 

WHEELER, W.R. 
& V. WHEELER 

WHEELER, W.R. 

WHITBOURN, 

E.J. 

WHITE, H.L. 

WHITE, H.L. 


WHITE, H.L. 

WHITE, H.L. 


1978 Beobachtungen zu Bio- 
logie und Verhalten des 
grossen Kragenlaubenvogels. 
(Ch/amydera nucha/isj. J. Orni- 
thol 119:74-90 on the bio¬ 
logy and behaviour of the 
Great bower bird.) 

1967 Birds listed in the Alice 
Springs area, 18 Oct. - 3 Nov. 

1 966 Bird Observer no. 421:4. 

1967 Birds listed in the Alice 
Springs area. Bird Observer 

no. 422:2-4. 

1967 Birds listed in the Alice 
Springs area concluded. Bird 
Observer no. 423:4-7. 

1933 Aboriginal bird names in 
East Arnhem Land. Emu. 
33:18-22. (Millingimbi.) 


(Species list. William R. 
McLennan collected for 
White, but lost most of hisfield 
notes). 

WHITE, H.L. 1924 Description of some 
new nests and eggs. Emu 
23:241-242. (Amytornis pur- 
nelli from Finke Gorge.) 

WHITE, H.L. 1924 Notes on eggs collected 
in Central Australia. Emu 23: 
243-247. (List of species, 
nests and eggs from Mac- 
donnell Ranges, Hermanns- 
burg, Palm Valley etc.) 


WHITE, S.A. 1914 Scientific notes on an 
expedition into the interior of 
Australia, carried out by Capt. 
S.A. White. Trans, and Proc. 
Boy. Soc. of South Australia 
38:407-472 (Aves:41 9-438) 


1977 Birding on the Ghan. 

Bird Observer no. 544:21. 

1978 We visit the Northern 
Territory. Bird Observer, no. 
556:117. 

1963 Waders observed in the 
Northern Territory. Australian 
Bird Watcher. 2:44-47. 

1915 Description of nests and 
eggs new to science. Emu 
15:35-36. Microeca brunnei- 
cauda, see M.J. Seyfort 
(1974).) 

1917 Description of new 
Honeyeater of the genus Ptil- 
otis from north Australia. Emu 
33:165 P. albilineata collected 
by William McLennan on the 
King River.) 

1917 North Australian birds 
observed by William Mc¬ 
Lennan. Emu 16:117-158 
(Narrative and maps. See also 
W.R. McLennan (1917).) 

1917 North Australian birds 
observed by William McLen¬ 
nan. Emu 16:205-231 


WHITE, S.A. 1921 A central Australian 
expedition Emu 21:84-94 (83 
birds.) 

WHITE, S.A. 1922 The most extensive orni¬ 
thological tour ever accom¬ 
plished in Australia. Emu 22: 
218-236. 

WHITLOCK F.L. 1924 Journey to central Aus¬ 
tralia in search of the Night 
parrot. Emu 23:248-281. 
(Henbury Station and Her- 
mannsburg area - includes 
bird list and Arunta names.) 

WHITTELL, H.M. 1938 Notes on the field trips 
of J.T. Tunney. Emu 38:322- 
326. 

WHITTELL, H.M. 1954 The literature of Australian 
birds, a history and biblio¬ 
graphy of Australian ornithol¬ 
ogy. Part 1 a history of Aus¬ 
tralian ornithology 1618 to 
1850. Perth, Paterson Bro¬ 
ke nsha. 

WILSON, M. 1974 Birds of the Simpson 
Desert. Emu 74:169-173. (Two 
crossings of the Simpson 
Desert in April and July 1969. 
Notes on 83 species.) 
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WOERLE, F. & 1975 Cannon Hill-farfromthe 

J.M. JENSE maddening crowd. Australia 

Now 5:24-29. 

ZIETZ, F.R. 1914 The avifauna of Melville 
Island, Northern Territory. 

South Australian Ornithologist. 

1 (1): 11-18. 

ZIETZ, F.R. 1914 Melville Island birds. 

South Australian Ornithologist 

1(2): 17-18 (Comment on G.M. 
Mathews (1914).) 


EDITORS NOTE: We are glad to have the oppor¬ 
tunity of providing this bibliography as a service 
to ornithology enthusiasts. The author would 
appreciate hearing of any omissions and errors 
which may be channelled through the editor of 
Northern Territory Naturalist. 


book Review 


The birds of South-east Queensland 

by Gregory J. Roberts 


A comprehensive booklet on the birds 
of south-eastern Quensland has just been 
published by the Queensland Conservation 
Council. A total of 427 bird species for the 
area makes it the richest avifaunal region in 
relation to size in Australia. I found the text 
accurate and informative and at $1.80 plus 


35 cents postage it is an absolute steal. 
Copies may be ordered from the Queens¬ 
land Conservation Council, P.O. Box 238, 
NORTH QUAY, QLD., 4000. 


(JOHN L. McKEAN) 
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Advice to Contributors: 

The N.T. NATURALIST is published bi-annually. Contributions need not be members of the 
N.T.F.N.C. although all members are urged to contribute. Contributions may take one of the 
following forms: 

1. Letter to the Editor 

A letter should be a short comment on a previous publication in the N.T. NATURALIST, a 
comment on an issue of topical interest in natural history, or a brief report of a field trip. Letters 
may be handwritten provided they are well presented. Only one copy of a letter is required. 

2. Notes 

If you have made a series of observations (for example, on the behaviour of a bird or otheranimal) 
or have noted something new or unusual in the field, then this is the place to report your findings. 
Contributions should be in the order of 200 - 500 words and provided with a title. 

3. Articles 

An article should run to a maximum of about 1500 works (four to five double-spaced typed, A4 
pages) and deal with a topic in the natural sciences. It should be written in a manner intelligible 
to readers without a specialist knowledge of the subject. Articles should be appropriately 
illustrated by clear, black ink graphs, drawings, diagrams or photographs. 

4. Research Papers 

Longer research papers will be considered. A paper should be an original scientific 
communication and be fully referenced. 

5. Special Contributions 

Feature articles, cover designs, photographs suitable for publication, drawings and reports on 
field trips are welcome. Contact the editor if you have any innovative ideas. 

GENERAL 

Manuscripts must be submitted in duplicate, typed on one side of the page only, double-spaced 
with a forty millimetre margin. The Editor will be pleased to give intending authors further 
guidance on the preparation of manuscripts. 
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